
Notice Regarding Disclosure of Information 
February 16, 2021 

 
  
On February 10, 2020, the Farmington Community Library responded to a FOIA request that 
asked for the results of a recent survey designed to evaluate library services and collections, in 
general. Those of you who took the survey may recall that the survey did not ask for personal 
information.  Although the survey results mostly included information that is not sensitive and 
does not identify respondents, the results also included each respondent’s Internet Protocol 
(“IP”) address. All devices that access the internet are assigned an IP address. It is standard 
practice on the internet to collect IP addresses and is done automatically by most websites and 
internet surveys. 
 
In general, an IP address alone could not be used to identify an individual unless combined with 
information other than what was contained in the survey results. Nevertheless, the Library 
redacted each respondent’s IP address before disclosing the survey results out of the abundance 
of caution. The redacted documents were then provided to the person who had made the FOIA 
request. However, due to a technical error, the survey respondents’ IP addresses could be seen 
by the individual who opened the document. Through communication with that person, the 
Library confirmed that the IP addresses had been completely removed. The Library has no 
indication that any person who viewed the FOIA disclosure has or will use this information for 
improper purposes. 

Farmington Community Library values the input from its community members, and strives to 
protect information that community members provide to the Library. The Library regrets any 
concern that the disclosure may have caused, and is currently reviewing its FOIA disclosure 
process to prevent this from happening again.  
 
For further information or assistance, please contact Riti Grover, Library Director at 
riti.grover@farmlib.org. 
 
Respectfully, 
Director and the Board of Trustees 
Farmington Community Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


