
MRRT Fall 2014 Trip

Saturday, Oct. 25 & Sunday, Oct. 26, 2014

Grant’s Road to Victory: 

Five Forks to Appomattox

March 29, 1865 to April 9, 1865

Join us as we fall in the footsteps of Grant’s operations that brought Lee 

and the Confederacy to bay after four years of bloody combat.

For Information or to Reserve a Spot, Contact:

Linda Gerhardt
lindagerhardt@comcast.net

586-749-6075

Mollie Galate
mmgalate@gmail.com

313-530-8516

Jeanie Graham
grahamjeanie@hotmail.com

248-851-9320

Professional
Guide

Scott Patchan
Author of numerous books on Civil War VA and Guide for 2012 Tour of Manassas.

Tour Cost
~$180 per person (Cost for a Minimum of 25 Attendees)

Includes Tour Guide, All Park Entry Fees, and Local Bus Transportation on tour route.

Hotel

Hampton Inn - Richmond - Midlothian Turnpike
800 Research Rd., Richmond, VA 23236 / Phone 804.897.2800
Block of rooms reserved for Friday and Saturday nights under MRRT at a rate of $124 per night.  Call to Reserve.  
Quoted rate can be applied to Thursday or Sunday.  Includes Hot Breakfast Buffet each morning.  Refrigerator, 
Microwave, and Free WiFi provided in each room.  Tour will leave from & return to Hampton Inn each day.

Saturday 
Banquet

$40 per person (Includes all Taxes and Tips – Cash Bar)

Crab Louie’s, 1352 Sycamore Square, PO Box 402, Midlothian, VA 23113 / Phone 804.275.2722
250 year old historic tavern that was once a stagecoach stop on the Lynchburg - Richmond Road, home of War of 1812 
Major Abraham Woodridge, and home of William Woodridge, who fought with Jeb Stuart’s Cavalry.
Includes Salad, Appetizer, Dessert & Selection of Fish, Filet Mignon, Crab Cakes/Shrimp, Chicken, or Vegetarian Option.

Friday, October 24
Arrive at Hampton Inn - Richmond - Midlothian Turnpike                                       

7:00 p.m. Planning Meeting at Hotel

Saturday, October 25
Depart from Hampton Inn

Fields from Battle of Lewis Farm / Quaker Road &                                   
White Oak Road / Gravelly Run (March 29-31)

Five Forks Battlefield (April 1)

Lunch at Pamplin Park Cafeteria on Your Own
Pamplin Park Museum & Visitor’s Center                                                

Recreated Confederate Fortifications of Petersburg                                 
Site of Union breakthrough (April 2)

Fort Gregg and Battery Whitworth

Sutherland Station and Namozine Church Battlefields

Banquet at Historic Tavern – Crab Louie’s

Sunday, October 26
Depart from Hampton Inn

Amelia Courthouse
Sailor’s Creek Battlefield (April 6)

Farmville

High Bridge Museum

Lunch TBD on Your Own
Appomattox and Wilmer McLean’s Farmhouse (April 9)

Return to Hampton Inn

In the spring of 1865, Lt. Gen. U.S. Grant’s forces concentrated at Petersburg for one final push against the still lethal Confederate Army of 
Northern Virginia. At this point in the war, the Confederacy itself existed primarily in the ability of that army to withstand Grant’s efforts. 
After nearly one year of almost daily combat, Robert E. Lee’s army still stood defiant in the trenches defending Petersburg and Richmond.

This action packed tour of pristine Civil War
battlefields, buildings and the finest Civil War museum
in the land, Pamplin Park, promises to be a tour de
force of American history that you won’t want to miss.
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Grant’s Road to Victory: 

Five Forks to Appomattox

March 29, 1865 to April 9, 1865

Join us this October 25-26, when we’ll be off to retrace ‘Grant’s Road to Victory: Five Forks to Appomattox March
29, 1865 to April 9, 1865’ with Scott Patchan as our guide. Scott explains as follows how he’ll conduct this trip:

In the spring of 1865, Lt. Gen. U. S. Grant’s forces concentrated at Petersburg for one final push against the still
lethal Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. At this point in the war, the Confederacy itself existed primarily in the
ability of that army to withstand Grant’s efforts. After nearly one year of almost daily combat, Robert E. Lee’s army
still stood defiant in the trenches defending Petersburg and Richmond. Please join us this fall as we fall in the
footsteps of Grant’s operations that brought Lee and the Confederacy to bay after four years of bloody combat. Our
tour will be based out of the Hampton Inn, located in Midlothian outside of Richmond.

On day one, we will begin the tour tracing Grant’s efforts to get Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan’s force around Lee’s
right flank, an initiative that resulted in the decisive Union victory at Five Forks on April 1. We will visit the fields
from the Battle of Lewis Farm/Quaker Road (March 29) and White Oak Road/Gravelly Run (March 31) where
Confederates under South Carolinian Lt. Gen. Richard Anderson’s forces stoutly resisted advancing elements of the
Union Second and Fifth Corps. Then we will move on to Five Forks battlefield to discuss the battle, tactics and
outcomes of Sheridan’s decisive April 1 victory over Pickett’s army at the “Waterloo of the Confederacy.” Then we
will spend the afternoon at Pamplin Park, where we will have lunch in the cafeteria, visit the remarkable museum
and visitor center. On these grounds we will see recreated fortifications that show the visitor exactly how
formidable the Confederate defenses of Petersburg were in April of 1865. This is also the site of the first Union
breakthrough of the Confederate battle lines when Grant ordered an all out assault on April 2, which action we will
explore in depth. After leaving Pamplin Park, we will wrap up our day visiting Fort Gregg and Battery Whitworth,
where a few hundred Confederates under Gen. Nathaniel Harris withstood furious assaults from Union Gen. John
Gibbon’s 24th Corps before finally being overrun. We will wrap up this day with a brief visit Sutherland Station and
Namozine Church Battlefields before returning to our hotel.

We will begin day two following the footsteps of the Confederate forces that retreated southwest out of Richmond
to the beautiful town of Amelia Courthouse, where they joined the rest of Lee’s army retreating from Petersburg.
Lee halted here to await food and supplies for his troops, but it never came and precious time was lost. We will
continue on to Sailor’s Creek Battlefield, where Sheridan tracked down the Army of Northern Virginia on April 6. The
pugnacious Union general attacked, and when the fighting ended, Lee had lost nearly 9,000. We will follow the
Union forces as they track Lee’s army through Farmville, visit the High Bridge Museum, and finally onto Appomattox
where Sheridan, Gibbon and Custer finally brought Lee to bay. There we will discuss some of the tactics that
hemmed Lee in but more importantly will stand on the hallowed grounds where the war ended in the parlor of
Wilmer McLean’s farmhouse, the very same Wilmer McLean who abandoned his home in Manassas to avoid
crossing paths with the warring armies again.

Join us for this action packed tour of pristine Civil War battlefields, buildings and the finest Civil War museum in the
land, Pamplin Park. It promises to be a tour de force of American history that you don’t want to miss.



Banquet Menu

Salad
Caesar Salad

Hearts of romaine, Parmesan cheese, and croutons

Appetizer Selection (Choose 1)

Clam Chowder
A northeastern favorite perfected in the old South. Sea clams,
bacon, herbs and spices simmered in a cream based chowder

Shrimp Cocktail
Jumbo Gulf Shrimp, served with lemon and cocktail sauce

Entree Selection (Choose 1)

Fresh Fish / Special’s
Chef’s choice from our daily fresh catch and specials listing

Seafood Au Gratin
Fresh Virginia crabmeat, sea scallops and gulf shrimp in a

classic sherry cream sauce, topped with Havarti cheese and baked

Filet Mignon
Our Angus6-ounce cut and grilled to your preference

Crab Cake & Gulf Shrimp
Fried Shrimp and one of our Jumbo Lump Crab Cakes

Grilled Chicken Dijonnaise
Char grilled boneless chicken breast with a 

garlic white wine Dijon sauce

Vegetarian Selection
Pasta with Seasonal Vegetables

Dessert Selection (Choose 1)

Chocolate Praline Sundae
Black Bottom Peanut Butter Pie

Welcome to 
Crab Louie's Seafood Tavern

Crab Louie's Seafood Tavern is a historical landmark with
significant events spanning 250 years.

The Midlothian area is the site of the first coal mines in
Virginia, and was largely controlled by the wealthy
Wooldridge family. In circa 1745, two Wooldridge
brothers built this house and called it "Midlothian." The
brothers came to this country from Scotland; one from
the town of East Lothian, the other from West Lothian.
They compromised on the name, thus calling it
"Midlothian". The name was also given to the mines the
family owned, and later to the town which grew around
the property.

"Midlothian" was the private residence of Abraham S.
Wooldridge, who served as a major during the "War of
1812." His reputation for hospitality was so widely
regarded, drivers using the Lynchburg-Richmond
stagecoach used the home as a refreshment stop for
their passengers.

The most famous resident of the house was Colonel
William Wooldridge, a Civil War hero who fought with
Jeb Stuart's cavalry.

The property was inherited by the Wooldridge's
Hancock descendants. Dr. Jefferson Hancock practiced
medicine in a small building behind the house, beginning
somewhat of a legacy of physicians in the area. In 1893,
Dr. John Bowler Fisher began his practice in the office
previously used by Dr. Hancock. Dr. Fisher married Ann
Elizabeth Jewett. Dr. "Willie" Morrissette, son of
Margaret Jewett Fisher and step-son of Dr. Fisher, was
born here in 1919. Dr. Morrissette's practice, now called
"Midlothian Family Practice," is one of the largest in the
area, housing several physicians, including son Dr.
"Phillip" Morrissette.

In 1875, the property was purchased by John J. Jewett
and his wife, Mary Ann Jones. Their six children were
born here. They ran a popular boarding house and
renamed the property "The Sycamores" because of the
abundance of sycamore trees in the vicinity. The Jewett
family owned the property for one hundred years.

In 1975, the home was converted into a restaurant, the
"Sycamore Inn." Surrounding acreage was developed
into the Sycamore Square Village Shopping center.

In April, 1976, a tragic fire partially destroyed the east
wing. The structure was rebuilt in 1977 housing
"Schrafftís Crepes and Cream." In 1981, a unique
seafood restaurant was opened under the name "Crab
Louie's Seafood Tavern."


